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THE MUSICAL TIMES. 



life, a man whose many amiable qualities justly en- 
titled him to the respect and admiration of all who 
had the pleasure of his acquaintance. We are indebted 
to a friend for the following, which will be read with 
interest by those of our fellow-citizens to whom Mr. 
Field was known, either personally or in his profes- 
sional character : — 

" Mr. Henry Field exhibited a genius for music at a 
Tery early age, and commenced his professional studies 
under the late Mr. Coombs, of Chippenham, but he 
was principally under the tuition of His father. When 
only ten years old he played a duet on the piano-forte 
with his parent, at a concert given in this city. Many 
of his friends have some very beautiful morceaux of his 
composition in their possession, but he would never 
consent to their publication, though earnestly re- 
quested to do so. Besides his musical acquirements, 
he was a superior classical scholar, and a very accom- 
plished linguist, speaking French and Italian like a 
native, and understanding well Spanish and German. 
His malady was a paralytic seizure, and hopes were 
entertained of his recovery until Tuesday evening, 
when inflammatory symptoms of the brain occurred, 
and death terminated his existence after five days' ill- 
ness. He exhibited patience and resignation to his 
last moments, and a sincere spirit of devotion. He 
was universally beloved and respected by numerous 
friends, and was of a most liberal spirit towards his 
professional brethren, always ready to acknowledge 
and encourage the merits of others." He was in his 
51st year.] 



JJrtef Chronicle of the last ittonth. 

The Musical World has this paragraph on the Two 
Operas. — " We believe it is now pretty generally be- 
lieved that the two Italian Operas will be merged into 
one next season. Arrangements are thus confidently 
spoken of : — The Haymarket is to be the theatre ; 
Mr. Delafield, the lessee ; Mr. Mitchell, the manager ; 
Mr. Costa, the composer and director of the orchestra. 
Mr. Lumley will retire upon his laurels. Covent 
Garden will be turned into an English Opera, with 
Mr. Balfe as music-director. Whether Mr. Beale will 
undertake the management, we are not yet at liberty 
to predict. — [The above is from a correspondent in 
whom we place implicit faith. We should suggest, 
however, the words ' the season after next' to be sub- 
stituted for ' next season.' — Ed. M.W.]" 

The Choral Fund. — This institution was founded 
some years ago for the benefit of distressed choristers, 
in whose aid the funds derived from subscribers, &c 
are distributed. An annual concertis given, the receipts 
of which are devoted to the same object. The concert 
for the present year took place in the Hanover Square 
Rooms. The attendance was crowded, and the pro- 
gramme highly attractive. 

Sacred Harmonic Society. — Haydn's Creation 
will be performed on Friday next, with Miss Lucombe, 
Mr. S. Reeves, and Mr. H. Phillips in the principal 
vocal parts. 

The Royal Society of Musicians. — The annual 
performance of the Messiah, which is given to the sub- 
scribers to this excellent charity, takes place — the 
rehearsal on the morning of the 12th of June, and the 
performance on the evening of the 14th of June. 



Mr. Julian Kench, a young and rising vocalist, 
died on Monday last. He was only 25 years of age, 
and has left a widow and two children without means. 
The attention of charitably disposed persons is earnestly 
solicited to this case. Mr. Kench was a deserving artist 
and an amiable man, and his loss will be long and 
keenly regretted by his friends. 

The Eastern Harmonic Society. — The members 
of this society have lately lost the use of the fine Hall 
in which they used to meet in the Commercial-road, as 
it is to be converted into a chapel. We are glad to 
hear that the meetings of the society are continued, and 
that they have just announced a public performance of 
Mozart's Twelfth Mass, and Mendelssohn's Hymn of 
Praise, on the 12th of June, to take place in the East 
India Road School, Poplar. 

The York Cathedral Organ. — There are in this 
magnificent organ (unquestionably the largest in the 
world) 80 stops and 8000 pipes. The great manual 
contains 4818 pipes; the swelling organ, 1586; the 
choir organ, 1399 ; and the pedal organ, 200 pipes. It 
has eight bellows, eight couplars, eight composition 
pedals, and eight wind trunk valves. The compass, 
including the pedal organ, is seven octaves, from CCCC 
(32 feet) to C in alt. 

Music in India. — A correspondent writes — " I have 
just received a letter from the Rev. R. T. Noble, a 
Missionary at Masulipatam, who says, ' Your singing 
books, you will rejoice to hear, are in great requisition. 
More than fifty out of the seventy young men in my 
school are at their own request learning to sing, of 
course the praises of Jehovah Jesus.' " These books 
were kindly presented by Mr. Cowderoy to the Mis- 
sionary, and were Dr. Mainzer's instruction books and 
choruses. It may interest the readers of the Musical 
Times to learn, that 50 Hindoo youths in one town, 
many of them of high caste, are learning to sing by 
note, and singing christian hymns. 

Jackson's Oratorio, " The Deliverance of 
Israel." — We are glad to find that this Oratorio, of 
which we have had occasion to speak several times in 
high praise, is to be given at York, on the 12th of July. 
The popularity which this English work maintains in 
Yorkshire, the native place of the Author, is against 
the usage of a prophet receiving no honor in his own 
country. Mrs. Sunderland, Miss L. Pearce, Messrs. 
Lockey, A. Novello, and H. Phillips are engaged for 
the principal parts. 

Worcester Harmonic Society. — This Society gave 
their first Concert for the present season on May 8th, at 
the City and County Library, to a crowded audience. 
The programme consisted of Purcell's grand Jubilate in 
Dr. Mendelssohn's beautiful Psalm, " As the hart pants," 
and a selection from the Messiah, Creation, and Israel in 
Egypt. The principal singers (residents in Worcester) 
acquitted themselves most satisfactorily. Mendelssohn's 
beautiful composition, performed on this occasion, we 
believe, for the first time in Worcester, was excellently 
given, and the chorusses were most effective. The 
choruses were given throughout in a most spirited manner, 
displaying considerable precision and steadiness We 
sincerely trust that when the Society have obtained the 
use of a larger room, which we hope they soon will do, 
as it must be apparent enough that their efforts now are 
much confined, some arrangements will be made again 
to unite the instrumental with the vocal strength of 
Worcester. — Worcester Chronicle. 
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BRIEF CHRONICLE (Continued.) 

York Choral Society. — This Society gave a Concert 
on the 11th of May, which was very numerously attended, 
nearly nine hundred persons being present. The opinion 
was universal in the room that this concert was one of the 
best which the society has ever given. The first part 
included selections from Handel's " Messiah." In the 
second part, the beautiful glee " Can a bosom so gentle 
remain," composed by Miss L. W. Barker, of this city, 
was sung, together with a miscellaneous selection of songs, 
glees, &c. During the evening, it was whispered round the 
room that the present was to be the last public concert 
given by the society, owing to the embarrassed state of its 
financial affairs. Should this prove the case, it is a circum- 
stance much to be regretted. We understand that not- 
withstanding the large number of persons present (nearly 
900), the money taken at the door was far short of the 
actual expenses of the concert. A portion of the de- 
ficiency would of course be met by the regular sub- 
scriptions, but the actual state of the society's finances 
proves the necessity of something being immediately done 
for placing it in a more prosperous position. We hear 
that at the general meeting, which will shortly be held, 
the real position of the society will be clearly stated, and 
probably an appeal will be made to the public in its behalf. 
The York Choral Society has done much in extending a 
taste for good music amongst our fellow citizens, and all 
classes have assembled together at its concerts to hear the 
classical productions of our best composers. The ad- 
vantages thus afforded, and the beneficial results accruing 
from them, cannot well be over-estimated; and at a time 
when all the towns in the kingdom are making exertions 
for providing cheap musical entertainments for the people, 
it would ill become the city of York to allow an excellent 
society like the present one, to become defunct for want 
of proper pecuniary aid. — York Paper. 

Birmingham. — On Thursday, April 27, two Concerts 
were given in the Town Hall, in aid of a fund for the 
erection of a testimonial to the memory of the late Dr. 
Mendelssohn. At the Morning Concert was produced 
the Elijah, the principal parts by Mad. Caradori Allan, 
Miss Dolby, the Misses Williams, Mr. Lockey, and 
Mr. H. Phillips. The Evening performances consisted 
of Mendelssohn's First Walpurgis Night, for the first time 
in Birmingham, and a Miscellaneous Concert, supported 
by the same artistes as in the morning, with the addition 
of Mr. T. Williams, and Mr. Machin. The Band was led 
by Mr. Willy, and the performances were conducted by 
Mr. Munden in the. morning, and Mr. Simms in the 
evening. It is gratifying to add, that the purpose for 
which the Concerts were given was realized, the gross 
product of the two performances amounting to upwards 
of ,£500. — From a Correspondent. 

Music. — Oh, pure, unspotted music ! How holy is thy 
joy and thy pain! Thy jubilee and thy woe are not for 
any one circumstance in life, but for life, for existence 
itself ; and nothing is worthy of thy tears but eternity. 
Could, then, thy purifying influence prepare for thee a 
residence in the human breast, which has so long been 
filled with earthly thoughts, hadst thou not been earlier 
within us, and thy notes the echo of that heaven which 
existed before our life began on earth ? Music reveals to 
man a past and a future, that they never experience. Ah! 
there is always more error in hatred than in love. The 
mountain air of our own poetry draws all beings nearer to 
the heart of the poet : and raised as he is above common 
life, the greatness in his own breastreconciles him with the 
littleness of others. The poetry of others, on the con- 
trary, elevates the reader only, but does not lift the world 
and its affairs to a level with him. In darkness and 
silence rest the dead children in the arms of the cold 
mother, but at last, when the sun of eternity rises, they shall 
rise, and she, too, shall bloom again. — Jean Paul Rich ler. 



Mendelssohn's " Elijah." — Manchester. — The 
performance of the Elijah, on Easter Monday, was most 
complete and effective in all the arrangements, but we 
regretted to find that the area of the Free- Trade Hall was 
not above half filled, owing probably to the many attractions 
which were elsewhere offered to the holiday folk. The 
orchestra and chorus were numerous and powerful, and 
no pains were spared to give a worthy interpretation of this 
oratorio. Mr. D. W. Banks was the conductor, and Mr. 
Seymour the leader of the orchestra, and both these gentle- 
men were judicious and successful in the exercise of their 
talents in their vocations. 

Manchester Gentlemen's Glee Club. — The dress 
concert took place on May the 4th, a programme of more 
than usual variety had been arranged, including glees, 
opera finales, choruses, &c. Curschman's beautiful prayer, 
" Protect us thro' the coming night," sung by Mrs. Sunder- 
land, Mrs. Winterbottom, and Mrs. Thomas, was en- 
cored. Mrs. Thomas sung the opening solo with remark- 
able sweetness and feeling. The concert concluded shortly 
after ten o'clock. 

Music in Man. — The universal disposition of human 
beings, from the cradle to the death-bed, to express their 
feeling in measured cadences of sound and action, proves 
that our bodies are constructed on musical principles, and 
that the harmonious working of their machinery depends 
on the movements of the several parts being timed to each 
other, and that the destruction of health, as regards both 
body and mind, may be well described as being put out of 
tune. Our intellectual and moral vigour would be better 
sustained if we more practically studied the propriety of 
keeping the soul in harmony, by regulating the move- 
ments of the body : for we should thus see and feel that 
every affection which is not connected with social enjoy- 
ment, is also destructive of individual comfort, and that 
whatever tends to harmonise, also tends to promote 
happiness and health. There is every probability that a 
general improvement in our taste for music would really 
improve our morals. We should indeed be more apt to 
detect discords, but then we should also be more ready to 
avoid their causes, and should not fail to perceive that 
those feelings which admit not of cheerful, chaste, and 
melodious expression, are at war with both soul and body. 
A wholesome musical education is perhaps a necessary 
part of high religious cultivation, and it will be far more 
valuable to children than the catechistic familiarity with 
great truths, which, being committed to memory as a task, 
are, alas ! too apt for ever after to be associated with dark 
ideas, instead of directing the soul to the Maker of 
illuminated worlds. — Dr. Moore's Use of the Body in 
Relation to the Mind. 

Handel's Music. — It has long been a matter of deep 
regret that such a population as Portsmouth, containing 
in itself so much musical talent, should not have one society 
for the practice of the music of the prince of musicians. 
We hear rumours of a rising, we trust the rumour will 
prove to be founded on fact, and that shortly in the 
establishment of a Handelian Society we shall wipe away 
the stain that at present attaches itself to our musical 
taste. — ffampshire Guardian, published at Portsea. 

M. Joseph Rouget de Lille, the author and composer of 
the National Song and March, usually called the " Mar- 
seilles Hymn" or Marsellaise, was born on the 10th of 
May, 1760, at Lons de aubrier, and died in 1836. This 
song was first called V Offrande a la Liberte, but subse- 
quently received its present name on account of its being 
introduced into Paris by the Marseilles Confederates in 
1792. It was composed early in the French revolution, 
its author being at that time an officer in the engineering 
corps at Strasburg, with a view of supplanting the vulgar 
songs then in vogue. 



